[Acute purulent pericarditis due to Haemophilus influenzae treated successfully with subxiphoid pericardial drainage; report of a case].
A surgical case of acute purulent pericarditis in 1-year 2-month old boy who developed pericardial tamponade rapidly is reported. A subxiphoid pericardiectomy through a median incision was performed. Haemophilus influenzae was isolated from the effusion. He recovered successfully with an administration of antibiotics after the drainage procedures and did not develop constructive pericarditis. Our experience suggested that early subxiphoid pericardial drainage was effective in treatment of acute purulent pericarditis.